242    no feeling, it has no strength.   Best pour oil on it and
burn it. All this must be changed. It will be changed.
"I will go anywhere," he went on earnestly, "I will do
anything to make our public into a strong nation—with
strong loves, with a strong will, with—if need be—strong
hates also. I will put before them such big issues, ques-
tions so vital that they will be forced to take sides, for or
against."
The greatest fight between him and the Sejm came
over the drafting of the Constitution.   The Conservative
party, his bitterest foes, knew that he was the logical can-
didate for the presidency and that they were not strong
enough to prevent his election, so they wrote into the
Constitution such extravagant powers for the Sejm, such
limited, hedged about powers for the president that, once
in office, they thought he would be powerless.  It was a
Constitution on the eighteenth century French model. A
- severely limited executive was something the Austrian
Poles had learned from Vienna. The president could sign
Ms name to laws passed by Parliament and could open
exhibitions and unveil monuments.   He could summon
Parliament, but he could not initiate legislation, he could
not veto acts of Parliament, he could not dissolve that
body without the consent of an impossible majority of
its members.   He was nicknamed "the prisoner of the
Belvedere."
Sejm and Senate in joint session unanimously elected
Pilsudski President of Poland. He refused the office, for
he would not be a straw man, the powerless head of a
quarreling country. Then his friend, Gabriel Narutowicz
(Nah-ru-to'-veets), was chosen president—his election
made possible by bargaining for the eighty votes of the
minorities; German and Ukrainian and Jewish delegates
held the balance of power—a strange situation.
After the Constitution was proclaimed there were new
elections for Parliament which met at the end of Novem-
ber, 1922. Pilsudski, clad in the gray uniform of the

